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COUPE ICARE 2016

TEST : JDC SKYWATCH BL

Depuis cet été, le Skywatch BL est
disponible. Cet instrument pour la
mesure du vent, de la température, de
I'humidité et de la pression est bien
plus grand que les Windoo de la méme
maison. Contrairement a ces derniers, le
BL ne se branche pas sur la prise casque
d'un smartphone sous Android ou d'un
iPhone, mais se connecte via Bluetooth
LE.

Ca tombe bien: le tout nouvel iPhone 7
ne posséde plus une telle prise. Le
Bluetooth est aussi une arme contre
les incompatibilités que rencontrent les
Windoo avec certains smartphones.

Linstrument est plus grand et un peu plus
lourd que le Windoo: diamétre 26 mm,
longueur 116 mm, poids: 66 g, mais il
rentre encore bien dans la poche.

Il est étanche IP67 (immersion temporaire
alm).
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BOATS & EQUIPMENT

EW GE

Chris Beeson and Graham Snook round up
some interesting new kit, including a snag-free
harness tether clip and a paddlewheel-free log

Small Bluetooth
weather station

NMEA 2000
to PC interface

Far those using a computer
to navigate, no matter how
hard you look, you won't find
a socket for your NMEA 2000
cable on your computer.
‘There is no standard NMEA
port on a PC. S0 we created it’
explains Phil Whithurst from
Actisense, whose NGT-1-USE
plugs into any Mac, PC or Linux

Price from £157

Contact Actisense

Tel 01202 746682

Web www.actisense.com

computer's USE port, while

the other end connects to the
NMEA 2000 network on board,
It enables your computer to
send and receive MMEA 2000
data and to configure any other
Actisense products you have on
your netwark.

For the more technically
minded it's possible to use the
NGT-1 with Actisense’s NMEA
Reader software, If you have a
Raymarine SeaTalk NG network
on board, you'll need the
STMG-A0B045 adapter cable -
only available with the unit.

Smartphone
MOB tag

Man overboard tags for phones
are like buses, you wait ages
then three come along at once.
Sea Tag is the French solution
to take on the British OLAS
(previewed last month) and

the Dutch Pan Pan Crew Watch.

Sea-tags, like the others,
work via Bluetooth. Each tag
comes with a rubber watch-
style bracelet, and has a
user-replaceable battery that
lasts for around 600 hours of
_ continuous use.

1 Each tag hasa QR
code on the back.

Contact Sea Teach
Tel 01243375774
Web www.seateach.com

Load the app, scan the code of
everyone else's tag (and get
your crew to do the same). The
tag of anyone lost will alert the
phones of the remaining crew,
When tag is submerged
or too far from the boat, the
signal is interrupted and the
alarm is triggered. The app
records the position and time,
and the heading and distance
from the phone to that point is
updated in real time, If you sail
singlehanded, a text message
alert can be sent via. Tags will
switch off automatically after
six hours without movement.

64 wwwyachtingmonthly.com MARCH 2017

If you liked the idea of the
Windoo smartphone weather
station tried and tested last
month, but don't want your
phone physically connected
to the weather station, the
company that makes Windoo
has launched Skywatch BL,
a Bluetooth version in three
madels, BL300, BL400 and
BL500. The BL 300 measures
wind speed, temperature and
humidity, the BL400 adds
atmospheric pressure and the
500 shows UV index, too.
Using it is easy: press the
small button on the side of the
26mm x 116mm aluminium

case; the anemometer pops up
and the unit, no bigger than a
cigar tube, starts using power
and transmitting weather
information wirelessly via
Bluetooth. Its battery is said
to last longer than a week
between charges (via USB).
The app displays all the data
on one page, but swiping will
reveal more in-depth data,
including historic data from
your own measurements.
The unit is waterproof (IP67
rated), weighs just 660 and is
compatible with both Apple
and Android smartphones.

Price BL300 £152, BL4DO £167, BLS0O0 £195°
Contact JDC Electronics Tel +4124 44521 21
Web www.skywatch-bl.com “conversion € 1o

If you want to splice your own
line, you'll need a fid of one
description or another. If the
line you're splicing is single-
braid and you're making eye
splices, locking eyes or your
own soft shackles, these Easy
Splice fids from Barton make it
a hit easier.

Each tube comes with four
loops of stainless steel wire
fids, two of each size, the larger
can be used up to around Gmm
line. The stopper in one end

Price £34.99

Contact Barton Marina

Tel 01227 792979

Web www.bartonmarine.com

Barton Easy Splice tool

of the tube is the splice tool's
nylan handle.

Just unscrew the top (above
a rubber O-ring), insert the
fid for your choice of rape
and screw the handle back
an. The fid can be left in place
for next time if desired. It's a
lightweight tool that's simple
to use for quick splices,






